November 18, 2008

Town Board Meeting


A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on November 18, 2008 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected official and appointed staff in attendance: 

LINDA D. PUGLISI


Supervisor 

FRANCIS X. FARRELL

Councilmember 

ANN LINDAU


Councilmember 

JOHN E. SLOAN


Councilmember 

RICHARD BECKER

Councilmember 
Also present:



JO-ANN DYCKMAN 

Town Clerk 



THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.

Town Attorney 



GLENN CESTARO 


Comptroller 



EDWARD VERGANO 

DOTS, Director 

JEFF TKACS
DES, Homeland Safety & Security Coor.

CLAUDIA VAHEY 
Human Res. Coor. 

RENE BRACKEN 
Deputy Town Clerk 

* * * * * * * * * 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:45 p.m.

* * * * * * * * * *

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

* * * * * * * * * *

SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS AND REPORTS

Supervisor Puglisi spoke of the Hendrick Hudson Leos and their contributions to the Town. Plaques were given by Councilmember Lindau joined by Debbie Costello, leader of this organization. The Supervisor described the Leos as 32 active members from 7-12th grades and how they have participated in many community events. She thanked them for their dedication to the community and their food collection for the VA food pantry.
Councilmember Lindau read the declaration from the Town and handed out the certificates to the Leos. Debbie Costello was then called upon to speak, introduced the members and their positions and described the many events the Leos have participated in. She explained that there are over 100 members and 
SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)

that the goal of the Leos is to help our youth become better leaders for the future. She then introduced Van Vourliotis, President of the Leos, who donated the collected food to the VA hospital on behalf of the Leos.
Duke Searles, Volunteer Supervisor for the VA Hudson Valley Health Care system for the Montrose food pantry was introduced and thanked everyone.  He told of the various contributions and donations given to his organization for Thanksgiving.

Supervisor Puglisi then called upon Colleen Anderson, Youth Center Director and Rebecca Ferguson, assistant to the Director, who spoke of the poster winners of 3 participating school districts for Red Ribbon Week promoting anti drug awareness.  This year the project was to create a poster with the theme “respect yourself-don’t do drugs”.  The following winners were announced and called upon to accept their awards: 

Division grades K-2: 1st.Meghan Ennis, 2nd Izabel Ziemba, 3rd Taylor Garris 
Division grades 3-5: 1st Nicholas DePetro, 2nd Morgan Murphy, 3rd Jesse Slaughter

Division grades 6-8:1st Daniella Rainey, 2nd Samantha Stretz, 3rd Jazz Munitz
The Supervisor then announced the two “Employees of the Quarter” for the 1st and 2nd quarters of 2008, Chris Kehoe and Matt Logerfo.
Councilmember Sloan was called upon to read Matt’s bio stating he was hired in 2007 in the Technology Dept. and then spoke of the responsibilities of his job.

Peter McMillan, Department Head, then spoke of hiring Matt and the computer troubles he faced on his very first week on the job and how well he handled this computer virus. He spoke of how Matt improved the Town’s network and how it is a pleasure to watch his ability.
Peter McMillan also encouraged the public to take part in the “employee of the quarter” nomination with any suggestions they might have.
Matt Logerfo then spoke expressing his “appreciation of being appreciated” and thanked the Town Board and Supervisor for giving him the resources to do his job well.
Supervisor Puglisi then introduced Employee of the 1st quarter of 2008- Chris Kehoe, Planning Department
Councilmember Farrell spoke of Chris as a “behind the scenes” guy and of his history with the Town, and his various responsibilities, especially the important role as the grant writer for the Town, and the various committees of which he is a member.
SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)

Department Head Ed Vergano then spoke of Chris Kehoe and all his responsibilities and expressed his pleasure of working with him.
Chris Kehoe thanked the Town and expressed his surprise on the amount of years he has worked at the Town and how professional the Town is to work with.

Supervisor Puglisi then mentioned opening day of the new Dog Park on Sprout Brook Road and how the costs were kept down below the original budget with various donations.
She also commented on the Ash Pit victory in the Town of Cortlandt. As they had fought for, the contaminated soil will not be brought to the Ash Pit, which will be closed in October of 2009. She thanked everyone for putting up a good fight.

Supervisor Puglisi discussed the budget process for 2009 which came out few weeks ago and that the elected officials have decided not to take their raises for 2009 - all trying to be optimistic for 2009 economy and the Town is doing their part to keep costs down.

Supervisor Puglisi emphasized the VA facility fight to keep it for medical services. Dec 3rd will be press conference regarding the Town’s position.
Tonight’s meeting will be closed in memory of Eunice Rosenberg, co-founder of Cortlandt WATCH in 1980’s, and who was instrumental in bringing environmental laws to the Town of Cortlandt as well as the Supervisor’s mentor and good friend.

The Supervisor wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.
ROLL CALL 

On a roll call attendance was taken by Town Clerk Dyckman, all Town Board Members indicated their presence.  

* * * * * * * * * *
TOWN BOARD REPORTS 

Councilmember Farrell:  Commented that this election year the Town of Cortlandt had the greatest voter turnout ever and hope that new administration can guide us through all the troubles of today and that we must remember to take one day at a time - that we are all in it together and that this is still the greatest country in the world.  The Town Board will lead by example with forgoing a raise and will also be asking the staff to make considerations for tough times. Councilmember Farrell wished everyone Happy Thanksgiving.
TOWN BOARD REPORTS, (cont.)

Councilmember Lindau:  Stated she was very pleased throughout her years of working with Chris Kehoe as she is the liaison to the CAC, and that he was a good choice for employee of the quarter. Councilmember Lindau discussed the   LEOS and commented that we are taking our young people and training them to be volunteers in the high schools. She feels it is important because the strength in America is the giving back and how very important this is. This Thanksgiving season we can share and give back.
Councilmember Becker:  Commented that the economy is on all our minds and we are seeing the empty retail outlets and that people are being frugal and can’t afford to spend. This Town Board will have a significant drop in sales tax revenue and mortgage tax income.  The Board has been struggling to come up with a frugal budget and the Town is being very cautious going forward and much is going on the back burner til better times.  He suggested that everyone should buy locally to help businesses and if there are any suggestions to help the citizens, they should let the Board know.

Councilmember Sloan:”Go For the Green Tip”  Stated that the price of water is going up and wondered what is the cost of a single drop of water?  One drop per second will accumulate 60 cups a day, 112 gal a month, 1344 gallons a year.  With today’s rates it is about $12 per year but consider that 97% of world’s water is either frozen or undrinkable, and the remainder 2/3 of that is locked in glaciers or frozen ice caps and only1% is water that is drinkable and would be a shame to let that resource drip away.
Councilmember Sloan also spoke of the Ash Pit and that the contaminated soil had no business being trucked into Cortlandt. He also emphasized that this was entirely Supervisor’s doing of stopping this and he congratulated the Supervisor.

He also spoke of Eunice Rosenberg and said that if you go back about 20 years, the Town was a different place with pressure to largely develop.  A small group in the mid 1980’s attended by Ms. Rosenberg was formed and she was instrumental in this Cortlandt Watch continuing and commented how very different the Town would be if not for Eunice Rosenberg.  He stated that she left an incredible mark in the Town of Cortlandt.
Supervisor Puglisi also commented about the Ash Pit and the refusal to allow the contaminated soil to be transported there. The Supervisor then thanked Glen Cestaro and his staff for working on the budget and she explained that only 53% comes from property taxes and the other 47% from elsewhere and these are the things that are hurting the Town so we have to tighten our belts.
TOWN BOARD REPORTS, (cont.)

Councilmember Lindau and Supervisor Puglisi are putting together an economic seminar with the Economic Challenge Team on January 29th at the Community Center.  It will be like an economic fair going from station to station and residents can find out about various topics for help from the community during this difficult time.  More information regarding the economic fair to follow.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

Councilmember Sloan moved that the minutes of the Regular Meeting of 

October 21, 2008 and the Special Meeting of November 3, 2008 be approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman.  Councilmember Becker seconded the motion and all voted AYE. 

* * * * * * * * * *

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

NONE

HEARING OF CITIZENS, (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
Sue McDonald- President of Cortlandt Watch
Asked for explanation of items #1& #2 in New Business.  Tom Wood , Town Attorney explained both issues and Supervisor Puglisi stated they will be very careful with #1, especially with blasting  and that #2 will have the same amount of units, a one for one replacement of the same amount of buildings.

Sue McDonald discussed the routing of the roads and was told that would be dealt with at the Planning Board process to discuss the traffic issues.
* * * * * * * * * * 

BID REPORTS 

NONE

REPORTS

Councilmember Becker moved that the following reports be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Lindau

June, 2008 from the Recreation Division of DES

REPORTS, (cont)

September, 2008 from the Office for the Aging

October, 2008 from the Purchasing Department, the Office for the Aging, the Receiver of Taxes, the Town Justices, and the Town Clerk

All Voted AYE

OLD BUSINESS 

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following reports be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Farrell

1.
Quarterly Air Quality Reports from Westchester County with respect to the Sprout Brook Ash Pit.

2.
Receive and File a letter from Westchester County DEF with regard to not bringing contaminated soil to the Sprout Brook Ash Pit; and a letter from the Supervisor in response to same.

3.
Report from DES with respect to Old Oregon Road.

NEW BUSINESS
Receive and File the following:  

1.
Memo from the Planning Division of DOTS with respect to a Draft DEIS for an application located on Rt. 9 and Roa Hook Road and a Notice of Planning Board Public Hearing with respect to same; and authorize a memo to the Planning Board.

2.
Application requesting a Residential Re-Use Special Permit (RRUSP) with respect to the proposed Pondview Commons; and refer to DOTS/Planning and the Legal Department.

3.
Letter from the Mohegan Fire District with respect to snow removal; and refer to DES.

Discussion;  Supervisor Puglisi spoke of the Ash Pit which was opened in 1979-1980 and none of the Board members were there at the time and would not have supported it. She stated that the Town was prepared to seek legal action if they had not done the right thing and decide to bring it.
All voted AYE.  

RESOLUTION NO. 280-A-08 RE: Authorizing comments on behalf of the Town Board as part of SEQRA
RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found attached to the end of the original document.) 

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Sloan:

RESOLUTION NO. 281-08 RE: Amend the temporary service list.
RESOLUTION NO.282-08 RE: Re-appoint John Lentini as a member of the Board of Assessment Review.
 RESOLUTION NO. 283-08 RE: Appoint a student member to the PRC Advisory Board.
RESOLUTION NO.284-08 RE: Resolution to New York State Governor Paterson urging him to keep the National Guard Presence for security at the Indian Point Nuclear Facility.
RESOLUTION NO.285-08 RE: Resolution to the Secretary of the Veterans Administration and to Veterans organizations with respect to saving services at the Veteran’s  Facility in the Town of Cortlandt.
RESOLUTION NO.286-08 RE: Resolution to New York State DOT requesting immediate action to correct safety issues at the intersection of Old Crompond Road and RT. 202.
RESOLUTION NO.287-08 RE: Authorize the Code Red Automated Calling System for one year provided by Entergy at no cost to the Town.
Discussion: Councilmember Farrell commented that he was frustrated with DOT’s inaction for a simple fix on Rt. 202 and Crompond Road. The box the Town would like painted in the lane indicating not to block the side road, the DOT says is not an approved safety traffic device but once put in their manual, it will be done at this intersection.
All Voted AYE
Councilmember Sloan moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Becker:

RESOLUTION NO.288-08 RE: Authorize a Reconfiguration of the Justice Court waiting area using grant funds from Senator Leibell.
RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO. 289-08 RE: Authorize DOTS to seek bids with respect to heating and air conditioning systems at Town Hall.
RESOLUTION NO.290-08 RE: Authorize a settlement with respect to Perez v. the Town and the acquisition of property on Locust Avenue as part thereof.
RESOLUTION NO.291-08 RE: Authorize a license agreement with respect to property on Kings Ferry Road; and receive and file a report from DES.
RESOLUTION NO.292-08 RE: Authorize the Supervisor to execute a contract with respect to grant funds for a Fire/EMS Boat launch at Steamboat Riverfront Park.
RESOLUTION NO.293-08 RE: Award a bid for heating oil for Town facilities.
RESOLUTION NO.294-08 RE: Award an RFP with respect to a Phase I Environmental audit with respect to the Con Edison property in Verplanck.
Discussion: 
Supervisor Puglisi commented that the Town Board is delighted for the boat launch on the Martin property and that part of the plan would be to have this boat launch for the Fire Department & EMS workers.
Ed Vergano informed the Supervisor that the Town recently received DEC approval for the boat launch.

Councilmember Farrell stated that the boat launch also will be for all the emergency services including the state and county police others who might need to access that part of the rive and perhaps provide coverage for the waterfront for the power plant
Councilmember Lindau asked regarding #14 if we were awarding the bid?
Ed Vergano replied that it just gives authorization to eventually enter into a contract.
All voted AYE
ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA

Councilmember Becker moved that the following items of business be added to the agenda, that the correspondence be received and ordered filed and the resolutions be adopted.  Councilmember Lindau seconded the motion.  

ADDITIONS to the AGENDA, (cont.)

Received and File the following: 

1.
Petition from residents with respect to safety concerns along Furnace Dock Road between 9A and Mt. Airy West; and refer to DES and DOTS.
Resolutions:

RESOLUTION NO.295-08 RE:  Authorize a letter in support of a Westchester County grant to the NYSDEC for water quality improvement funds.
RESOLUTION NO.296-08 RE: Authorize a settlement with respect to EICHLER V. THE TOWN OF CORTLANDT.
RESOLUTION NO.297-08 RE: Authorize the legal department to research a possible injunction with respect to the proposed VA Facility property enhanced use lease; and receive and file a letter from the Cortlandt Veteran’s Sub-Committee with respect to same.
RESOLUTION NO.298-08 RE: Authorize a refund with respect to a water charge at 121 Fourth Street, 
RESOLUTION NO. 299-08 RE: Authorize an agreement with Lakeland School District with respect to a resource officer for 2009.
Discussion: 

Supervisor Puglisi added that the committee has been working with the town regarding the enhanced use lease idea that the Town is protesting and should remain for the Veterans.
All voted AYE.  

* * * * * * * * * *
BUDGET TRANSFERS

Councilmember Lindau moved to adopt the following resolution, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:

Discussion: 
Glenn Cestaro, Comptroller, gave an explanation of the two budget transfers, a copy of which is affixed to the original resolution.

All Voted AYE

RESOLUTION NO.300-08 RE: AUTHORIZE BUDGET TRANSFERS
REPORTS FROM VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS 

REPORTS FROM STANDING & SPECIAL COMMITTEES

SECOND HEARING OF CITIZENS 

John DeBenedictus- Westminster Drive
Asked if there was to be a public hearing about the Town budget to which Supervisor Puglisi answered that it would be on December 1st. He then discussed the 3% tax increase and the Hendrick Hudson School District tax increase and commented that these increases were sizable.
Supervisor Puglisi replied by commenting that for the past 18 years the Town has averaged  0% tax increase and that no other Town that has that record.
Mr. DeBenedictus also commented on the defoliating of the trees by Con Edison near his home. The Supervisor agreed with his opinion indicating that there was a mandate to clear the path to the power lines and the Town had no power over this.  Mr. DeBenedictus also gave his opinion on the plan of the VA for development and the problems that would arise to which the Supervisor concurred.
ADJOURNMENT 

Supervisor Puglisi spoke of Eunice Rosenberg and asked for a moment of silence in her honor.

Councilmember Farrell moved that the meeting be adjourned at 8:48 pm, seconded by Councilmember Sloan. 

All voted AYE
* * * * * * * * * *

Respectfully Submitted, 

JO-ANN DYCKMAN, 

Town Clerk 
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